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part in the sacrifice, and conduct the buirala from
house to house. One Madiga goes on ahead, with, a tom-
tom, to announce that "the buSalo devoted to the
goddess is coming." The people then come out from
their houses, bow down to worship the buffalo, and
pour water over his feet, and also give some food to the
Malas and Madigas, who form the procession. By
about eight p.m. this ceremony is finished, and the bufE alo
is brought to an open spot in the village and tied up near
a small canopy of cloths supported on bamboo poles,
which has been set up for the reception of the goddess.
All the villagers then assemble at the same place, and at
about ten p.m. they go in procession, with music and tom-
toms and torches, to the house of the potter, where the
clay image is ready prepared. On arriving at his house,
they pour about two and a half measures of rice on the
ground and put the image on the top of it, adorned with
a new doth and jewels. All who are present then
worship the image, and a ram is killed, its head being
cut off with a large chopper, and the blood sprinkled on
the top of the image, as a kind of consecration. The
potter then takes up the idol and carries it out of the
house for a little distance, and gives it to a washerman,
who carries it to the place where the canopy has been set
up to receive it. During the procession the people
flourish sticks and swords and spears to keep ofE the evil
spirits, and, for the same purpose, cut limes in half
and throw them up in the air. The idea is that the
greedy demons will dutch at the golden limes and
carry them off, and so be diverted from any attack
on the man who carries the image. When the idol
has been duly deposited under the canopy, another
procession is made to the house of the toddy-drawer.
He is the man who climbs the palm trees and draws
off the juice which is made into toddy. At his house
some rice is cooked, and a pot of toddy and a bottle of
arrack1 are produced and duly smeared with yellow
turmeric and a red paste, constantly used in religious
1 Arrack Is a native intoxicant.